Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 185969 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-02 SP-02 SSO-OO INRE-00 ICAE-00 
ARA-14 10-14 PM-05 SIG-03 /083 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/P:FDCOOK 
APPROVED BY AF/P:FDCOOK 
AF/C:WLSWING(SUBS) 

032625 222005Z/61 

O R 221946Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

UNCLAS STATE 185969 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE FROM AF/P COOK 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AO, AF, PINT 

SUBJECT: NETO SPEECH/PRESS CONF AT KHARTOUM 

WASHINGTON POST, JULY 22, CARRIED FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY 
OTTAWAY, DATELINED KHARTOUM, ENTITLED "ANGOLA CALLS FOR 
RELATIONS WITH U.S. BUT INSISTS CUBAN TROOPS MUST STAY". 

BEGIN TEXT. ANGOLAN PRESIDENT AGOSTINHO NETO YESTERDAY 
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CALLED ON THE UNITED STATES TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH HIS GOVERNMENT AND SAID ANGOLA WAS "ON THE 
GOOD ROAD" TOWARD A RECONCILIATION WITH NEIGHBORING ZAIRE. 

IN A RARE PRESS CONFERENCE, THE SOFT-SPOKEN ANGOLAN 
LEADER SAID, "AT THIS MOMENT WE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT THE 
UNITED STATES WANTS TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA. WE 
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HAVE NO RESERVATIONS. EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON THE UNITED 
STATES." 

BUT, HE ADDED LATER, ANGOLA IS NOT READY TO MEET SUCH 
AMERICAN PRECONDIIT ONS AS THE WITHDRAWAL OF CUBAN TROOPS 
FROM HIS COUNTRY IN ORDER TO OBTAIN U.S. RECOGNITION. 

"THEY WILL HAVE TO TAKE US AS WE ARE AND NO OTHER WAY. 

THEY CANNOT OBLIGE US TO CHANGE. AS WE ARE THE WAY WE ARE, 
WE ARE PREPARED AT ANY MOMENT TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH 

THE UNITED STATES. 

THIS IS BY FAR THE MOST EXPLICIT APPEAL FOR A CHANGE 

IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD ANGOLA THAT NETO 

HAS EVER MADE PUBLICLY. 

(IN WASHINGTON, A STATE DEPARTMENT SOURCE SAID THE 
UNITED STATES WOULD DECLINE TO ESTABLISH OFFICIAL TIES WITH 
ANGOLA UNTIL THERE IS "A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION" IN CUBA'S 
MILITARY FORCE THERE. 

BUT THE SOURCE CONCEDED THAT NETO PROBABLY WOULD BE 
UNABLE TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF CUBANS AS LONG AS HE IS 
BESET BY OPPOSITION GUERILLA FORCES WHO REPORTEDLY CONTROL 
A LARGE CHUNK OF ANGOLAN TERRITORY.) 
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THE UNITED STATES HAS REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE THE NETO 
GOVERNMENT EVER SINCE IT WON IN THE 1975-76 CIVIL WAR 
AGAINST TWO WESTERN-BACKED NATIONALIST FACTIONS WITH THE 
HELP OF MASSIVE SOVIET ARMS AND THOUSANDS OF CUBAN COMBAT 
TROOPS. THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN DEMANDING THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF THESE TROOPS AS A PRECONDITION FOR A NORMALI- 
ZATION OF ITS RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA. 

ANGOLA'S RECONCILIATION WITH ZAIRE, WHICH IS ONE OF 
THE MORE SIGNIFICANT RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA, MAY 
HELP REDUCE NETO'S BORDER PROBLEMS SOMEWHAT. 

HIS PUBLIC CALL FOR U.S. RECOGNITION FOLLOWS TALKS 
HELD QUIETLY EARLIER THIS MONTH WITH U.S. SPECIAL ENVOY 
DONALD MCHENRY, WHO WENT TO ANGOLA TO DISCUSS HOW TO 
DECREASE TENSIONS WITH ZAIRE. 

AS A RESULT, HIGH-RANKING DELEGATIONS FROM THE TWO 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES MET LAST WEEKEND IN BRAZZAVILLE, CONGO, 
AND WORKED OUT TERMS FOR ENDING THEIR DIFFERENCES. 

NETO, WHO TOOK THE INITIATIVE IN BRINGING THE TWO 
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DELEGATIONS TOGETHER, ALSO IS CREDITED BY WESTERN DIPLOMATS 
WITH PLAYING A CRUCIAL ROLE RECENTLY IN GETTING MILITANT 
NATIONALISTS TO ACCEPT A WESTERN PEACE PLAN FOR NAMIBIA. 

IN A SPEECH THURSDAY BEFORE THE ANNUAL SUMMIT MEETING 
OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY BEING HELD HERE, NETO 
SAID THAT "CUBAN TROOPS WILL NOT LEAVE ANGOLA ON MY ORDERS 
SO LONG AS THE MILITARY, POLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC AGRES- 
SION PERSISTS." 

AND, HE ADDED, THE NUMBER OF CUBAN TROOPS "WILL EVEN 
BE INCREASED IF NEED BE." 

STILL, NETO WAS CLEARLY IN A CONCILIATORY MOOD AND 
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APPEARED EAGER NOT ONLY TO BETTER HIS RELATIONS WITH THE 
UNITED STATES BUT TO IMPROVE THEM FURTHER WITH ZAIRE. AS 
BEST AS REPORTERS HERE COULD RECOLLECT, IT WAS THE FIRST 
TIME HE HAS MET WITH THE WESTERN PRESS AT AN INTERNATIONAL 
GATHERING SINCE THE END OF THE CIVIL WAR. 

NETO SAID HE SAW NO FURTHER OBSTACLE TO ANGOLA 
ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ZAIRE AND LISTED THE 
MOVES HE HAS TAKEN RECENTLY TO CLEAR THE WAY FOR AN ANGOLAN 
-ZAIRIAN RECONCILIATION. THESE INCLUDED, HE SAID, MOVING 
250,000 ZAIRIAN REFUGEES AWAY FROM THE BORDER ALONG ZAIRE'S 
SOUTHERN SHABA PROVINCE AND DISARMING "THOUSANDS" OF LUNDA 
REBELS INVOLVED IN THE MID-MAY ATTACK ON THE ZAIRIAN MINING 
CITY OF KOLWEZI. 

"WE TOOK THEIR VEHICLES AND ALL THE OTHER MEANS AT 
THEIR DISPOSAL," HE SAID REFERRING TO THE REBEL’S ARMS AS 
WELL STOLEN CARS, TRUCKS AND HOUSEHOLD GOODS TAKEN FROM 
KOLWEZI. THE REBELS RETURNED TO THEIR CAMPS LOCATED IN 
NORTHEASTERN ANGOLA AFTER RETREATING UPON THE ARRIVAL OF 
FRENCH PARATROOPERS. 

UNCONFIRMED REPORTS CIRCULATING HERE SAY ANGOLA HAS 
ALSO ARRESTED REBEL LEADER NATHANIEL MBUMBA, WHOSE RELA- 
TIONS WITH NETO ARE SAID TO HAVE NEVER BEEN GOOD. MBUMBA'S 
REPORTED ARREST WAS THE LATEST BIT OF EVIDENCE THAT-THE 
REBEL STANDING WITH THE ANGOLA GOVERNMENT HAS SUNK TO AN 
ALL-TIME LOW. 

NETO SAID ANGOLA HAD DISARMED THE REBELS AS A UNILA- 
TERAL MOVE THAT WAS NOT PART OF A LARGER AGREEMENT IN WHICH 
ZAIRE WOULD ALSO UNDERTAKE TO HALT THE MILITARY ACTIVITIES 
OF THREE DISSIDENT ANGOLAN GROUPS OPERATING FROM ZAIRIAN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TERRITORY. 

THESE ARE THE NATIONAL UNION FOR THE TOTAL INDEPEN- 
DENCE OF ANGOLA (UNITA), THE NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE 
LIBERATION OF ANGOLA (FNLA) AND THE FRONT FOR THE 
LIBERATION OF THE ENCLAVE OF CABINDA (FLEC). 

"WE ARE DETERMINED TO DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY ... AND 
WE WILL TAKE WHATEVER STEPS WE THINK NECESSARY TO IMPROVE 
OUR RELATIONS” WITH ZAIRE, HE SAID. 

NETO REFUSED TO SAY WHETHER HE HAS MET HERE WITH 
ZAIRIAN PRESIDENT MOBUTU SESE SEKO BUT RELIABLE SOURCES 
SAID THE TWO HAD HELD A MEETING AND DISCUSSED THE RECENT 
AGREEMENT TO TAKE STEPS TO IMPROVE THEIR RELATIONS. 

THESE INCLUDE THE OPENING OF THE BENGUELA RAILROAD 
THAT ZAIRE USED TO DEPEND ON TO EXPORT HALF OR MORE OF ITS 
COPPER ORE. IT HAS BEEN CLOSED SINCE LATE 1975, FIRST 
BECAUSE OF THE CIVIL WAR IN ANGOLA AND THEN BECAUSE OF THE 
ZAIRIAN-ANGOLAN FEUD AND UNITA GUERRILLA ATTACKS ON IT. 

THE TWO COUNTRIES HAVE ALSO AGREED TO EXCHANGE 
REFUGEES AND SET UP A FOUR NATION COMMISSION UNDER THE 
AFRICAN ORGANIZATION'S AUSPICES TO IMPLEMENT THE ACCORD 
AND CHECK ON MILITARY ACTIVITIES ALONG THEIR LONG COMMON 
BORDER. 

DESPITE HIS OPENING TO THE WEST AND ZAIRE. NETO HAS 

MADE IT QUITE CLEAR HERE THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAS OPTED FOR 

MARXISM AND IS COMMITTED TO "SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM." 

HE ALSO INDICATED AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE THAT A 
RECONCILIATION WITH UNITA OR THE NATIONAL FRONT WAS OUT OF 
THE QUESTION AND THAT THEIR CONTINUED EXISTENCE WAS AN 
"EXTERNAL PROBLEM." 
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IN HIS SUMMIT SPEECH THURSDAY, HE ALSO TOOK A HARD 
LINE AGAINST ANY ATTEMPT BY THE UNITED STATES OR SOUTH 
AFRICA TO DESTABILIZE HIS GOVERNMENT BY CREATING ANOTHER 
"VIETNAM" FOR THE MORE THAN 20,000 CUBAN TROOPS NOW 
STATIONED IN ANGO-A. 
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HE SAID THE NUMBER OF CUBAN TROOPS WOULD EVEN BE 
INCREASED IF NECESSARY "SO THAT IN A WHILE WE WILL BE IN A 
POSITION TO ANSWER ANY AGRESSION AGAINST OUR COUNTRY, FROM 
HEAVEN OR HELL." 

SPELLING OUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF AN ESCALATION IN THE 
WARFARE AGAINST HIS GOVERNMENT, NETO SAID ANGOLA WOULD 
PROBABLY BECOME "ONE OF THE MOST MILITARILY STRONG 
COUNTRIES" IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND MAKE ITSELF MORE CAPABLE 
OF GIVING "INTERNATIONALIST HELP" TO THE NATIONALISTS IN 
NAMIBIA, RHODESIA AND SOUTH AFRICA. 

IN EFFECT, HE SEEMED TO BE TELLING THE UNITED STATES 
IN PARTICULAR THAT ITS CONTINUING HOSTILE ATTITUDE TOWARD 
HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD ONLY MAKE HIM MORE DETERMINED TO BUILD 
UP ANGOLA S MILITARY FORCES AND USE THEM ELSEWHERE IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPEECHES, PRESS CONFERENCES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 jul 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 85969 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FDCOOK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780302-0373 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780729/aaaaayup.tel 

Line Count: 241 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b4928a6e-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1913844 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NETO SPEECH/PRESS CONF AT KHARTOUM WASHINGTON POST, JULY 22, CARRIED FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY OTTAWAY, 
DATELINED KHARTOUM, ENTITLED /"ANGOLA CALL 
TAGS: PINT, AO, AF, (NETO, AGOSTINHO) 

To: ROME RABAT 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b4928a6e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



